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Regional TransitAuthority

The Southeastern Wisconsin Regionansit Authority (RTA) recognizes that southeastern Wisconsin needs
to think and act regionally if it is to competan the global economy. Working tagertheregioncandevelop
cost-effective transit solutions that will provide better access to jobs, promote economic development, improve
the quality of life and increase access anccifficieshroughoutthe transportationsystem.

WHAT ISTHE RTA?

The RTA was created by the Wisconsin State Legislature and Governor in July 2005 to serve Kenosha, Milwaukee,
and Racine counties. The RTA is responsible for identifying a permanent, dedicated funding saurce for the local
share of capital and operating costs for commuter rail and/or public tran sit in the region.

I Preliminary results of the Environmental Imp act Sudy (EIS) demonstrate that the KRM isfinancially
feasiblebased on an estimated rid ership exceedhg 1.7 million per year. The EIS also demorstrates
significant job access and economigevelopment related baefits. A final report is anticipated in early
2007 that will more clearly define the detailed costs and benefits.

I The Community Im pact Study (CIS) completed in early 2007 demonstrated significant positive impacts of
the KRM on quality of lifein the corridor, including increased access to arts and entertainment, reduced
congestion along [-94, promotion of tourism and links to educational and research facilities.

I In January 2007, the RTA recommended to the State Legislature a $13 fee on rental car transactions to fund
the local share of operating and capital costs for the KRM.

I The RTA remains committed to developing a long-term funding solution for local public transit.

WHAT ARE ITS RESPONSIBILITIES?

The RTA must make recommendations and provide a report to the State Legislature and Governor by no later than
November 15, 2008. Among its other statutory responsibilities are to:

I" Recommend whether the RTA should be limited to collecting and distributing regional transit funding or
should also include operation of transit service.

I Provide a plan to distribute funds among mass transit operators from the permanent regional funding source.

I Plan improvements to the coordination of expanded mass transit, commuter rail, and passenger rail in the
region.

I"  Recommend the use of bonding for commuter rail and public transit in the region, and the role of the
authority in such bonding.

WHO ARE ITSMEMBERS?

I Len Brandrup City of Kenosha Representative

" David Eberle Racine County Representative

" Jody Karls City of Racine Representative

I Karl Ostby, Chair Kenosha County Representative

I'" Sharon Robinson City of Milwaukee Representative

I Julia Taylor Governor's Rep. from City of Milwaukee
I George A. Torres Milwaukee County Representative

Acting as staff to the RTA is the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:
I Philip C. Evenson Executive Director
I'" Kenneth R. Yunker Deputy Director
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PUBLIC TRANSIT
Regional Transit Authority

PUBLIC TRANSIT IN KENOSHA, RACINE AND MILWAUKEE

WHY IS PUBLIC TRANSIT IMPORTANT?

Publictransitis anessentiatomponent of our transportation system that

strengthensur economy communityand quality of life. Among its rany

benefits public transit:

I Attracts new businesses and jobs by providing reliable accessto a
diverse labor force, particularly the creative class.

Efficiently meets the needs of families unable to use a personal
automobile (over15% of householdsn theregion).

I Provides an efficient travel option in heavily traveled corridors and
densely developed urban communities.

Reduces road traffic and congestion, parkingneedsair pollution,
energy consuption, and auto-related crash costs and delays.

Encourages desirable urban development, which resultsin more
efficient nobility, public infrastructure and services.

I'" Reduces transportation costs for families, enabling greater savings
anda higherstandardf living.

Improves access to amenities, education opportunities and arts and
culture.

RETURN ON INVESTMENT

I Public transit generates significant benefits for the local and regional
econony by creating jobs and increasing productivity.

In Wisconsin, every dollar spent on transit, returns $3.50 to the
community in benefitsthroughredudionsin transportation
expenditurespublic assistancend healthcare insurance costs and
traffic congestiongndaccidents.

1" |t aso raises the standard of living among the region® most
disadvantaged populations.

" A 2003 study of the Milwaukee Coyntransit System found its
annual return on investment exceeded $456.5 million.

How DO I LEARN MORE?

" Log-On: www.sewisrta.org

" Email:  rta@sewrpc.org
" Call: (262)547-6721
1" Mail: SoutheasteriVisconsinRTA

PO Box 1607
Waukesha, W53187
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PUBLIC TRANSIT QUICK FACTS

Every public transit dollar
returns $3.50 to the
community.

MILWAUKEE COUNTY

1"148,000 daily passenger trips
1"512,000 passenger miles

151 total routes

I""Annual Local Share: $22.4M
1"97% on-time reliability

1" 1% among US peer systems in cost-

effectiveness

CITY OF RACINE

15,600 daily passenger trips
115,600 daily passenger miles

1"9 total routes
I"Annual Local Share: $1.3M
11 among US peers in vehicle hours

of service per capita

CITy OF KENOSHA

15,300 daily passenger trips
122,100 daily passenger miles
113 total routes

I""Annual Local Share: $1.7

How IS PUBLIC TRANSIT USED?

Transit Destinations

Medica
Work & Job
Search
School 49%
11%




Southeastern Wisconsin

Regional TransitAuthority

KRM FACT SHEET

KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE (KRM) COMMUTER RAIL

Connecting communities in southeastern Wisconsin to the lllinois Metra commuter rail and Chicago.

WHAT IS THE KRM?

TheKRM is a33-mile commuter rail, built on an existing line and
connecting nine Wisconsin cities to Chicago and 22 other Illinois
communities aspartof the MetraRail.

The KRM will provide a high-quality, affordable and reliable regional
transportation option within the corridor.

Commuter rail will attract new businesses, jobs and employees to the
region and make southeastern Wisconsin globally competitive by
creating a dynamic physical link between cities in the region and
metropolitan Chicago.

Population density in the KRM corridor is higher than in many other
successful commuter rail regions and ridership is estimated at more than
1.7 million per year.

EXPANDING ACCESS TO JOBS

The KRM will meeta critical needidentified by local businesse®providinga
reliable, affordable link between jobs and alarge and talented regional
workforce, including the 21% of households without cars within 1/2 mile of
stations.Specifically, the KRM will:

Connect to nearly 1 million jobs currently existing within 1 mile of
stations between Milwaukee and Chicago.

Link to new jobs currently projected within the corridor, including a
projected 359,000 jobs and 525,000 in population within 3 miles of
Wisconsin stations.

Create€71,000 new jobs through transit-oriented development.
Create 4,000 jobs during construction.

EcoNOMIC, EDUCATIONAL AND QUALITY OF LIFE BENEFITS

The most recent Environmental Impact Study (EIS) and Community Impact
Study (CIS) found the KRM will:

Encourage economic development around new train stations, including an
estimated$7.8 billion increase in real estate values and $750 million
increase in retail sales;

Provide a physical link between businesses and world-class education
and research institutions, providing more opportunity for research
consortiums and technology transfer that will help attract top research
grants, faculty and students;

Reduce 1-94 traffic congestion during peak traffic times; provide high-
quality alternative during [-94 reconstruction;

Increase passengers at General Mitchell International Airport,
resulting in more and improved airline service; and

Enable greater participation in theregionOeultural and entertainment
amenities. A mere1% increasen tourismis expectedo generate20
million in additional expenditures, $12 million in wages, 500 new jobs and
$3 million in additional state and local government revenue.
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KRM QUuICK FACTS

' 33-mile commuter rail

' Connect with Chicago’s Metra
' Existing rail right-of-way

' 14 daily weekday round-trips

' 7 daily weekend round-trips

' 1.7M annual passenger trips

" Highly efficient DMU vehicles
' Shuttle/transit connections

Fares similar to bus transit

CURRENT STATUS

' Feb, ’07: Public Meetings

' May. '07: Public Hearing

" June '07: Funding Decision
" July ’07: Federal “New Starts” App.
' 2010/2012: KRM Operational




Southeastern Wisconsin J OBS & LAB OR F ORCE
Regional Transit Authority

POPULATION, JOBSAND LABOR FORCE WITHIN 1-MILE OF TRANSIT STATIONS
(Based on 2000 Census Data)

Contrary to popular belief, there are significantly more jobs within the I-43 Corridor than in the 1-94 corridor between
Milwaukee and Waukesha Counties.
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Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Rail Route

Station Population Within Labor Force Within Jobs Within
One Mile Radius One Mile Radius One Mile Radius

Milwaukee - Downtown (Amtrak Station) 21,700 11,900 110,300
Milwaukee - South Side 15,400 8,700 7,100
Cudahy - St. Francis 15,500 8,600 7,500
South Milwaukee 15,300 8,300 6,500
Oak Creek 1,800 1,100 500
Caledonia 5,000 2,700 1,600
Racine 22,200 9,100 11,600
Somers 1,100 700 300
Kenosha 21,300 10,200 14,700
Zion 17,700 8,900 5,400
Waukegan 56,100 30,500 24,100
Lake Forest 13,800 6,300 7,700
Highland Park 28,400 14,500 10,400
Winnetka 35,500 15,400 10,500
Evanston 68,800 38,500 37,000
Ravenswood 197,500 115,300 58,500
Chicago Downtown 49,900 36,100 599,400

Total 587,000 326,800 913,100

Milwaukee-Oconomowoc Commuter Rail Route

Milwaukee - Downtown (Amtrak Station) 21,700 11,900 110,300
Milwaukee - Miller Park 17,500 8,100 15,500
Wauwatosa 15,400 8,700 21,000
Highway 100 (at Underwood Creek) 5,800 2,800 16,800
Elm Grove 4,600 2,100 6,800
Brookfield 5,000 2,400 2,600
Duplainville 3,600 2,200 5,700
Pewaukee 3,900 2,300 2,500
Hartland 5,900 3,400 4,700
Nashotah 2,100 1,200 1,000
Oconomowoc 6,200 3,400 5,900

Total 91,700 48,500 192,800
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Southeastern Wisconsin KRM FUNDING
Regional Transit Authority

KRM COMMUTER RAIL COST & FUNDING INFORMATION

How wiLL KRM BE FUNDED?

Capital Costs
Source: Capital Costs % $ Amount
I" Federal Transit Administration (FTA) New Starts 50.0% $100.0 M
I" Federal Highway Administration CMAQ Funds 9.00 - 13.5% $18.0- 27.0M
I" Wis. Commuter Rail Transit System Program 18.25- 20.5% $36.5- 41.0M
I" Local Funding (Shared among three counties) 18.25 - 20.5% $36.5- 41.0M

I"Every $1 of local funding will leverage about $4 in national and state funding to support the estimated $200
million capital costs to build the commuter rail in southeastern Wisconsin; 79 - 82% of the costs would be funded
by federal and state government sources.

I"A federal New Starts grant is expected to cover 50% of the capital costs. The New Starts program has $6.6 billion in
funds for transportation projects from 2006-09 Bthiswill be thefirst time the stateof Wisconsinhasutilized New

Starts funding.
I'"State funds will pay for 50% of the costsnot funded by federal New StartsandCMAQ Funds.Thelocal

communities are responsible for the remaining balance.

Operating Costs

Source: Operating Costs % $ Amount
I" FareRevenue 42% $4.6M
I" Fedeal Assistance 12% $1.3M
(FTA - Section 5307 Urbanized Area Formula Assistance Program funds)
I" StateAssistane 38% $4.1M
(Wis-DOT Section 85.20 Urban Transit Operating Assistance Program)
I" Local Share (Shared among three counties) 8% $.9M

I"The local share of the annual operating costsis estimated at $900,000 annually. Thetota annual operating
costs are estimated at $10.9 million ayear, with $4.6 million covered by fares Theremainder B50% of the costsb
would befundedby stateandfederalassistace.

1"The Regional Transit Authority has studied a variety of local funding optionsto cover the remaining annual
operating costs and the 8% local share of the operating costsandrecanmendech $13fee perrental cartransaction.

How HAS THE KRM PLAN CHANGED SINCE THE 2003 Suby?

I'"Estimated oper ating costs have decreasedby 52% from $26.8 million to $12.9 million proposed today.

I"The number of round-trips increased to 14 daily to accanmodateestmatedridershipdermands. Theoriginal study
called for only seven round-trips.

I'"A proposed station was added on Milwaukee@ South Side to accommodate demand.

WHY wiLL. KRM BE SUCCESSFUL ?

I'"Population density in the corridor is higher than in many othersuccesiil commuterrail regionsandridership is
estimated at morethan 1.7 million peryear.

I"Meetsa critical needidentifiedby local busines®providingreliable accesto a large and talented regional
workforce.

I "Enjoys broad-based support from local businesseslectedofficials, universitiesandcommunity leaders.
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